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WHAT: The Sun Valley Center for the Arts Welcomes Scott Palmer, New Producing Artistic
Director of Company of Fools

WHO: The Sun Valley Center for the Arts

Contact: Holly Bornemeier, Marketing Manager, 208.726.9491 x 116, hollyb@sunvalleycenter.org

Ketchum, ID — Nov. 14, 2018 — The Sun Valley Center for the Arts is thrilled to announce that Scott
Palmer has been hired as the new Producing Artistic Director of Company of Fools. In his new role, Scott
will lead the artistic direction of the Hailey-based professional theatre company and serve on The
Center’s executive leadership team, reporting to Executive Director Christine Davis-Jeffers.

Since 2004, Scott has served as the Founding Artistic Director of
Bag&Baggage Productions, a nationally known professional theatre
company in Hillsboro, Oregon. In 2015, under Scott’s artistic
leadership, Bag&Baggage was honored with a National Theatre
Company award by the American Theatre Wing—the organization
responsible for managing the Tony Awards.

Scott brings to his new role at Company of Fools a track record of
artistic excellence, community engagement, strategic vision and
inspired civic leadership. During his 14-year tenure at Bag&Baggage,
Scott stewarded the organization from a small touring company to one
of the greatest recent theatre success stories in the state of Oregon.
He was described by Oregon ArtsWatch as “one of Oregon’s, if not the
nations, most ambitious directors.” Scott was named to the prestigious
National Theatre Conference in 2017 in recognition of his work with
classical theatre and his commitment to making quality performing arts
accessible to all. He is also actively involved with the Theatre Communications Group, the national
association of professional theatres, with a specific focus on working to advance theatre in rural and
suburban areas.

“Scott comes to The Center with a wealth of theatre knowledge from his time with Bag&Baggage,” said
Christine Davis-Jeffers, Executive Director. “One of the things that distinguished Scott as a candidate is
that his artistic vision and values are well-aligned with those of Company of Fools and The Center. He
shared with us that he looks forward to developing the BIG IDEA projects with the group and welcomes
the wonderful opportunity to lead Company of Fools. Not only is he a highly talented director and
artistic director Scott also has a great sense of humor. We are lucky to have him join us and lead us in
the next chapter of Company of Fools history.”



Scott will work part time for several months as he fulfills his commitments in Oregon and will begin
working full time with COF in early March 2019. In the near term, Scott will collaborate with COF’s
Season Producer R.L. Rowsey, Production Manager K.O. Ogilvie and Company Manager Kris Olenick to
develop the Company’s 24" theatre season.

Scott replaces Kent Thompson, who has served in an Interim Producing Director capacity at COF since
the June 2017 death of Founding Company Artist John Glenn. In addition to shepherding the Company’s
23" season, Kent was instrumental in helping The Center identify the kind of leadership role that would
be best for COF’s future; he also helped define the job description at the heart of the candidate search
that led to Scott.

“l am so honored to have been selected as the next artistic leader of Company of Fools,” said Scott.
“Company of Fools has a national reputation for excellence, and | am eager to get to work supporting
the staff, board and patrons to continue that great legacy of quality with a focus on the community.
Already, | have felt welcomed by the people | have met from the Valley, and | can't wait to start this
exciting new position."

Hi#

VISUALS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

For more information on this program or upcoming programs, please contact the Sun Valley Center for the Arts at
208.726.9491, information@sunvalleycenter.org, or visit our website www.sunvalleycenter.org.

Sun Valley Center for the Arts is located at 191 Fifth Street East in Ketchum, Idaho, in Hailey at 314 South Second Avenue and at
The Liberty Theatre at 110 North Main St, Hailey. Ketchum hours are 9am-5pm Monday through Friday year-round and 11am—
5pm on Saturdays in February and March and July and August.

Established in 1971, the mission of the Sun Valley Center for the Arts is to enrich our community through transformative arts
and education experiences. The Center’s year-round programming includes Company of Fools’ professionally produced theater,
visual arts exhibitions featuring regionally and nationally recognized artists, lectures, concerts, film, dance, classes in visual and
performing arts, play readings, writing workshops and BIG IDEA multidisciplinary projects that explore a theme or idea through
multiple events and disciplines. In addition, The Center works to enhance arts education in Blaine County schools by providing
elementary school theater education, student gallery tours, in-school artist residencies and performances, arts-based classroom
enrichment projects, student and teacher scholarships and professional development programs for classroom teachers. More
than 40,000 people attend these events annually. Our programs are supported through the Engl Trust, the Idaho Commission
on the Arts, the ldaho Humanities Council, the National Endowments for the Arts and Humanities, private foundations,
proceeds from the Sun Valley Center for the Arts Wine Auction, grants, donations and membership dues.



